
Social Security Administration – Filing a Disability Claim
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File a claim for DIB1  

and/or SSI with the 
Social Security 

Administration (SSA)

Application 
reviewed by SSA/

DDS2

File a 
reconsideration 
on behalf of the 

claimant

Approved

Denied

Case sent back to SSA for 
determination of benefits 

Request a 
hearing

Present case in front 
of the Administrative 

Law Judge (ALJ)

Denied

ALJ decision
If warranted, case 

is sent to the 
Appeals Council

Unfavorable

Attorney prepares 
brief and AC 

reviews ALJ’s 
decision

AC’s decision
Claimant can appeal 
case with the Federal 

Court

Case sent back to 
the Administrative 

Law Judge

Affirmed

Attorney prepares 
brief and judge 
reviews ALJ’s 

decision

Remanded

Judge’s 
decision

Case sent back to 
the Administrative 

Law Judge

Affirmed Claimant may file 
a new claim

Remanded

Notes:

1There are two types of disability programs: Disability Insurance Benefits (also referred to as DIB, Title 2, and 
SSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI). 

2DDS is an acronym for Disability Determination Services. The DDS reviews the claimant’s medical evidence. 

Remanded

Favorable

Remanded

Approved

Remanded


